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Joseph W. Yoder (1872-1956) 


Joseph W. Yoder of Huntingdon, Penn- 
sylvania, author of several widely read 
books on the Amish, lecturer, singer, and 
interpreter of the “plain people,” died at 
the J. C. Blair Memorial Hospital in 
Huntingdon at five o’clock Tuesday morn- 
ing, November 13, 1956, after an illness of 
several months. He had been ailing some 
since last winter in his Florida home, but 
he suffered almost no pain during his ill- 
ness and death. 

Joseph Warren Yoder was born in 
Belleville September 22, 1872, son of an 
Amish preacher, Christian Z. (b. 1837) 
and Rosanna McGonegal (b. 1837) Yoder. 

He was the last surviving member of 
his family. His three brothers were: Yost 
(Amish) (1859-1930), of Belleville; Levi 
(1863-1943), Belleville manufacturer ; and 
John (1866-1932), an industrialist of 
Goshen, Indiana. Joseph was married 
to Emily A. Lane of Lane’s Mills on 
February 18, 1932. They lived at 1722 
Mifflin Street, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. 
He is survived by his wife. 

Joseph received his formal education at 
the Brethren Normal School, now Juniata 
College, graduating from the Normal 
English program in 1895. Later he re- 
turned to receive a bachelor of arts degree 
in 1904. 

During his undergraduate days at Juni- 
ata, Joseph was a member of the college’s 
first “varsity quartet” which began its 
career at Allensville and Belleville in late 
1902. The glee club, trained by the late 
Professor William Berry, gave a concert 
during Commencement week of 1904 with 
Joseph W. Yoder as director. 

Intercollegiate debating began during 
this period and Joseph participated as a 
member of the Juniata team in its first 
debate with Susquehanna University, 
April 25, 1902. The question was: “Re- 
solved, That the United States Should 
Hold Permanent Possession of the Philip- 
pines.” Juniata upheld the negative and 
won the debate unanimously. 

Joseph’s versatile career started near 
Reedsville, Pennsylvania, as principal of 
Milroy High School in 1895. He served 
for two years. During his second year 
J. S. Coffman of Elkhart, Indiana, invited 
him to teach at the Elkhart Institute 
where he taught English and music for 
the 1897-98 term. He attended North- 
western University for the following aca- 
demic year and in 1900 returned to Elk- 
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hart to teach Greek and English. He 
taught music and logic at Lock Haven 
Teachers College from 1906 to 1919. From 
1904 he engaged in teacher institute work 
as Music Director, first in Pennsylvania, 
and also in Indiana, Illinois, and Virginia. 
He became one of the best-known educa- 
tors among the schoolteachers of 
states. 


those 


Because of his musical ability he was 
frequently sought to lead evangelistic 
singing for the Church of the Brethren, 
Methodists, and Mennonites. He also 
taught many music classes for these de- 
nominations, as well as for the River 
Brethren and the Amish Mennonites. 

His connection with Juniata College 
extended over a period of many years. In 
conjunction with his teacher institute and 
evangelism work, he also held the employ 
of “high-school visitor.” He spoke and 
sang to high-school assemblies and was 
considered most influential in bringing 
students to Juniata College. 

He is recognized as the first appointed 
Athletic Director of Juniata College, serv- 
ing for three years, 1901-04, while pursu- 
ing his bachelor’s course. 

It was during his service as Athletic 


Director that the first Juniata College 
gymnasium was completed. Prior to that 
time he had conducted physical education 
classes in the basement of Students Hall. 

“J. W.’s” chief fame, however, came in 
later years as an author. In 1940 he pub- 
lished his first book, Rosanna of the 
Amish, that told the story of his mother, 
an Irish infant who had been reared Am- 
ish. It is the most widely read of his 
several titles and is still the most intimate 
and authentic 
life. 

His Rosanna’s Boys (1949}, 
penetrated deeper into the religious and 
social customs of the Amish as practiced 
in his own family. The first book was a 
biographical account, while the sequel 
dealt with the “boys,” their problems, and 
the principles of the Amish way of life. 

A third title, .dinish Traditions, came 
off the press in late 1950, Addressed to the 
Amish themselves, it is a sincere effort to 
show the unscriptural causes of the many 
divisions. 

Amusche Lieder (1942) was the author's 
greatest contribution to musicology. In 
this book of 114 pages the author record- 
ed on musical scales the tunes of the 
Mifflin County Amish as sung to the 
hymns in the Ausbund. He succeeded in 
getting many of the finest patriarchs to 
sing these tunes for him as he recorded the 
notes with a pencil in their homes. Since 
the Amish sang from memory, tunes in 
various communities of the Amish varied 
slightly. It was Joseph’s fond ambition to 
record these tunes, publish them, and 
make them available to the Amish so their 
tunes would be unified. The author made 
a significant contribution that led not only 
to the study of Amish music but to the 
preservation of their oral tunes. 


account of Amish family 


sequel, 


Joseph maintained his membership in 
the Amish (Mennonite) congregation 
at Belleville (Maple Grove Mennonite 
Church) where he had been baptized. In 
his book, Amish Traditions, he tells why 
he consistently kept his membership there. 
When he first entered Brethren Normal 
School (now Juniata College) in 1892, 
Dr. Martin G. Brumbaugh advised him 
to stay with the Amish: “Joseph, stick to 
your people.” 

The funeral service was held at two 
o'clock Thursday, November 15, 1956, at 
the Maple Grove Amish Mennonite 
Church at Belleville with four ministers 








participating: A. J. Metzler, Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania, long-standing friend of Jo- 
seph and Publishing Agent of the Men- 
nonite Publishing House; Bishop Aaron 
Mast, New Holland, Pennsylvania, former 
Belleville pastor; Jacob Weirich, pastor 
of the Maple Grove Mennonite Church; 
and Rev. J. Raymond Powell, of the 
Huntingdon Presbyterian Church. Burial 
was made in the Locust Grove Cemetery 
at Belleville. 

The obituary published in The 
Daily News (Huntingdon and Mt. Union, 
Pennsylvania) November 13, 1956. <A 
more complete biography giving his con- 
tribution to literature and music deserves 
to be written. —J. A. H. 
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The grade school attended by Joseph Yoder (the tall Amish boy in the back row) c. 1884. 


Preston Mennonite Church 


By VeRDA KINZIE 


From 1842 to 1953 the Hagey Mennon- 
ite Church was situated about a mile 
northwest of Preston, Ontario, at Hagey’s 
Crossing. In the early days of settlement, 
many Hagey families were in the commu- 
nity. That is why the church was then 
called the Hagey Church. It is now called 
Preston Mennonite Church. At present 
there are only a few Hagey descendants 
in the community. Within four years’ 
time there were two church fires. The first 
one was in January, 1950; the second one 
occurred in February, 1953. 

By 1954 a new church was under con- 
struction, on a new site. It was built in a 
section which has recently been annexed 
to the town of Preston. No other church 
is situated in that section of town. 


“The Hagey community is the oldest 
settlement of Mennonites in Waterloo 
County. Joseph Schoerg and Samuel 


3etzner were the first settlers who came 
from Pennsylvania in 1800 and located on 
the banks of the Grand River about three 
miles west of the Hagey Church. Other 
families soon came in... . There was io 
meetinghouse until a number of years later 
and so meetings were held in the homes. 
The first meetinghouse was built at Berlin 
in 1813 In 1842 the first Hagey 
Church was built on the present site.””! 

In 1896 the seating style was changed. 
In 1928 the basement was constructed, and 
the roof raised. Other general repair work 
was done. 

On Sunday morning, January 15, 1950, 
it was discovered that the Hlagey Church 
was on fire. The fire department respond- 
ed with a truck and booster pump. Farm- 
ers and other volunteer helpers got trucks 
loaded with milk cans to bring water from 
the nearest hydrant. In this way firemen 
were able to keep their hoses going, and 
kept the blaze confined to the interior of 
the brick building. There was a large hole 
burnt in the floor and there was major 
damage from smoke, fire, and water. 

The church had been renovated a short 
time before the fire, when a new furnace 


had been installed. By July 2, 1950, the 
church was rebuilt. Many free work hours 
were given by the people of the commu- 
nity. 

The dedication service of this new 
building was held Sunday, July 1959. 
The building was filled to capacity. A 
congregation of nearly live hundred heard 
the service in the main auditorium, the 
Sunday-school auditorium in the base- 
ment, and through loud-speakers that de 
livered the messages to all those on the 
grounds. Bishop B. B. Shantz presented 
the high lights in the history of the 
church. J. Steckly, chairman of the build- 
ing committee, thanked the committees 
and workers. Howard Good, pastor of 
the new edifice, thanked the Wanner 
Mennonite and Zion United Church for 
their assistance when they were homeless. 
Services had been held in these two 
churches while the new building was being 
erected. 

On Thursday, February 19, 1953, the 
fire department was again called to a fire 
at Hagey’s Church. Their efforts to save 
the church this time were fruitless. Only 
a skeleton of brick walls, twisted girders, 
piping and wiring, and charred embers re- 
mained of the church which had been re- 
constructed in 1950. The church had a 
Sunday-school attendance of about 130. 

During the time of building, Sunday 
morning services were held in the Kinder- 
garten School Auditorium, Preston. Oth- 
er services were held in the Wanner 
church building and also conjoint with the 
Wanner Church at times. The new church 
was being built on land donated by E. G. 
Langs, adjacent to the new Coronation 
Public School on Concession Road, Pres- 
ton. 

Thanksgiving Day, October 12, 1953, 
was an important day in the history of the 
Hagey Mennonite Church. In an impres- 
sive ceremony, the cornerstone of the new 
church was laid. The chairman was How- 
ard L. Good, who was ordained pastor of 
Hagey’s in 1948, After the hymn, “Faith 


of Our Fathers,” followed a prayer of in- 
vocation by Merle Shantz, pastor of Wan- 
ner Mennonite Church. Bishop B. B. 
Shantz, who was ordained as minister at 
Hagey’s in 1908, gave the Scripture read- 
ing and prayer. 

Words of welcome were given by Ford 

Wilson, Mayor of Preston, and E. G. 
Langs, who generously donated eight lots 
for the building of the new 
Preston. 


church in 


Bishop Roy S. Koch, acting moderator 
of the Mennonite Conference of Ontario, 
and pastor of St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Church, lowered the cornerstone. David 
Bechtel, one of the younger members of 
the church, presented the silver trowel to 
sishop Koch. 

George Hagey and Bruce Witmer, who 
were chosen because of their position in 
the rich tradition of the church, deposited 
the records in the stone. George Hagey’s 
great-great-grandfather was ordained as 
second deacon at Hagey’s in 1832. Bruce 
Witmer represents four generations and 
was one of the first presidents of the Men- 
nonite Youth Fellowship. 

3ishop Koch laid the cornerstone with 
the following words: “In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost, we lay this stone of a building 
erected for the worship of God, for the 
evangelization of the lost, and for the 
edification of the saints.”2 The new church 
was named Preston Mennonite Church. 

“Dedication services for the completed 
church building were held May 16, 1954. 
Bishop C. F. Derstine preached the dedi- 
cation sermon and complimented the con- 
gregation for their determination to re- 
build after two disastrous fires. The 
chairman of the building committee, J. 
Steckly, thanked everyone for their co- 
operation and extended special thanks to 
neighboring churches, local businessmen, 
and others for their contributions and for 
the encouragement they gave the people 
of the congregation during their misfor- 
tune. 

“The congregation was able to build 
the church for approximately $62,000.00, 
including donations, because of the kind- 
ness of L. A. Bechtel, a local builder, who 
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often 
cost. 


supplied equipment for less than 


“A sentence from the dedication is ap- 
propriate: ‘For the worship of God in 
prayer and praise; for the preaching of 
the Word; for the observance of Chris- 
tian ordinances, with the prayer that it 
may be protected from mishap and dis- 
aster, we dedicate this house.’ 

Church services are usually held twice 
each Sunday. Sunday morning services 
begin at 10:00 a.m. The Sunday-school 
period is from 10:00 to 11:00 am. At 
eleven the church service begins. The pas- 
tor is Howard L. Good. 

The Hagey Sunday School was the first 
in the district to have a missionary super- 
intendent. The aim was to get people 
more interested in missions and in sav- 
ings boxes and quarter investments. The 
first missionary superintendent was Ida 
Gingrich Cressman in 1921. 

In 1922 quarterly mission meetings 
were begun. There were special mission 
services held at the following churches: 
Wanner’s, Snyder’s, Breslau, and Hagey. 
Later Strasburg was added. The _ pro- 
grams were planned to interest people in 
doing missionary work as well as to give 
the people the privilege of helping to sup- 
port missionaries. It was possible to have 
a service at each of the churches about 
once a year. There has been a great in- 
terest in these services, and usually large 
crowds attend them. 

A young people’s Bible meeting was 
organized in 1907. At that early date 
meetings were held conjointly with the 
Wanner congregation every Sunday eve- 
ning. Later each congregation had its 
own evening service. 

In 1949 the Hagey Mennonite Youth 
Fellowship organized. There are 
three commissions: (1) Faith and .Prac- 
tice, (2) Extension and Missions, 
(3) Fellowship. 

Several of the members, Jean Kinzie 
and James Burnett, wrote words for 
songs which were used at the inaugura- 
tion service in October, 1950. Our first 
president of MYF was Donald Buschert, 
1949, 

The Faith and Practice Commission 
plans mission projects and singing at the 
Freeport Sanatorium. It is also respon- 
sible for planning to get the members or- 
ganized to invite children to summer 
Bible school. 

The Fellowship Commission is respon- 
sible for planning socials. They also plan 
for lunch at any youth activities. 

In the fall of 1952-53 there were two 
children’s clubs organized by MYF for 
those between the ages of 8 and 12. The 
boys were interested in woodcraft. The 
girls were engaged in various crafts. 


Was 


and 


With the money received from savings 
boxes, quarter investments, and offerings 
from the mission meetings the support of 
Sarah Esch, a missionary’s child, was be- 
gun. This was continued until 1928, After 
1928 Elvin Snyder, missionary to South 
America, was supported as long as he was 


on the held. In 1950 Edna Schmiedendorf 


Hurst’s support was undertaken by the 
five churches. She is our representative 
on the African field. 

In the meantime the savings boxes were 
used in the support of Nancy Anne Hurst 
in 1943. She is a missionary’s child from 
Africa. 

Sometime after Marjorie Shantz was 
appointed as a missionary to Puerto Rico 
the Lord’s Hour fund was started. A 
group of young and middle-aged people 
from the church decided to put aside one 
hour’s wages a week for the support of a 
missionary. Marjorie Shantz, R.N., our 
representative to Puerto Rico, received 
this support. This is being continued now. 

Hagey’s has been a missionary church. 
Besides the foreign missionaries in Africa 
and Puerto Rico, there are missionaries 
and Christian workers in other fields of 
service. They are: 

John Gingrich, 

Pennsylvania. 

Cora (Gingrich} Groh served at To- 

ronto for a number of years. 

Arnold Gingrich, pastor, Bothwell, On- 

tario, 1935, 

Gladys (Shantz) 

Ontario. 

Isobel (Schmiedendorf) Hurst, N. On- 

tario, 1941; later in Virginia. 

Helen Lindhorst, Copper Cliff, Ontario. 

Helen Witmer, R.N., served as relief 

worker in a hospital unit, Nazareth, 
Ethiopia, 1949-51. She is now Mrs. 
J. Burkholder and is in Ethiopia 
again since January, 19506. 

Mennonite aid in the 
nothing new. 


pastor, Johnstown, 


Gingrich, Bothwell, 


community is 


“|. The first account in this district 
was made between the deacons and the 
church in the year of Christ 1824, the 20th 
of November when the church voted the 
brethren mentioned below to gather in 
the union house to look over the accounts 
of the deacons from the time they were 
appointed and it was found that Jacob 
Bechtel had received £45 or $112.50 alms 
in the year 1815, which a brother, by the 
name of Jacob Hershe, from Pennsyl- 
vania, Lancaster County, gave as a gift 
for the aid of the needy members of the 
congregation.’+ 

“1839, June 8, $14.65 alms money came 
into the hands of Jacob Hagey.”® This 
was money that had been dropped into 
the alms box at the back of the church 
near the door. 

In 1948 a Mennonite health benefit was 
organized in Ontario. It was named the 
Mennonite Benefit Association. “Benefits 
are offered under the four headings of: 
Hospitalization, Surgery, Disability, and 
Death Benetits.”6 

“The object of this organization shall 
be to systematically share in a Christian 
way the financial burdens of sickness, dis- 
ability, and death and thereby perpetuate 
the historic Mennonite practice of mutual 
aid based on Biblical principles.’’* 

“Assessments shall be levied annually 
and the amount shall be determined at the 
annual meeting of the association.”’§ 

“The Mennonite Aid Union had its in- 





3 


ception at a church conference held in 
Berlin (now Kitchener), Ontario, in Sep- 
tember, 1864. Authority was given for 
organization of a Union for Mutual Aid 
for those of its members who sustain loss 
through fire... . 

“Records reveal that during years of 
operation, if misfortune befell a brother, 
which affected him or his family’s finan- 
cial structure, the brotherhood joined to- 
gether for his assistance. Later it became 
apparent that a systematic collection of 
funds, on a mutual basis, was the prefer- 
able plan, with each church supplying a 
representative on the board of manage- 
ment. Under the blessing of God, the Aid 
Union provided a mutual form of assist- 
ance to the brotherhood, through a system 
of confining itself to church members, 
limiting its risks to nominal coverage, and 
practicing precautionary measures. The 
losses covered by Aid Union are: fire, 
storm, water, lightning, smoke, electric- 
ity.”9 

Ninety per cent of the members of the 
Preston congregation are taking advan 
tage of this protection against losses. 

The spiritual outlook is encouraging. 
Never have our people had more privi 
leges to serve Christ and the church 
There are summer Bible schools and 
summer camps at Chesley Lake. 

Our church has done well to hold togeth- 
er through two church fires within three 
years’ time. It is good to see the unity 
that still exists in spite of these trying 
years. People are taking a greater inter 
est in the church, and more are remaining 
in the church than in previous years. Of 
course our Christian high schools and 
colleges have contributed toward this. 

At the impressive cornerstone laying 
ceremony on Thanksgiving, October 12, 
the hymn, “The Solid Rock,” was sung 
with deep feeling.1° 

Mabel Dunham has this to say of the 
Mennonites : 

“It is characteristic of Mennonites that 
they hold in high esteem those of their 
own blood who have cleared the forests 
and plowed the first furrows. A memorial 
to the pioneers of Waterloo stands in the 
family graveyard of the Sherk and Betz- 
ner families, on elevated ground overlook- 
ing the river (Grand) and the bonnie vil- 
lage of Doon. It was erected in 1925, by 
the voluntary subscriptions of interested 
people. Built of native stone, it takes the 
form of a Swiss Chalet, supported by a 
circular tower, whose door faces the south 
and Pennsylvania. Its weather vane is 
worthy of note, a miniature Conestoga 
drawn by two teams of prancing horses. 

“This monument epitomizes in 
the known history of the Mennonite peo- 
ple of the locality: Switzerland, Pennsyl- 
vania, the Conestoga wagon, the Grand 
River, the graves of the pioneers and a 
few nameless Indians. All this in a 
background of well-cultivated fields and 
beautiful trees.”!! 

HISTORICAL DATA!" 
1800—FIRST Mennonite settlers in Wa 
terloo County, Joseph Schoerg and 


stone 








Samuel Betzner, settled where Pio- 
neer Memorial Tower now stands. 
1840—FIRST Mennonite Sunday school 
in North America held here with 
Wanner’s congregation. 
1890—FIRST English sermon in Men- 


nonite churches (in Waterloo 
County) preached here by Noah 
Stauffer. 

1891—FIRST Sunday school (of the 


present order) in Ontario Confer- 
ence District held here, Wanner’s 
congregation participating. 
FIRST evangelistic meetings in 
Ontario Conference District held 
here by J. S. Coffman, evangelist. 
Dates of Ordination and Office 


1804—Joseph Bechtel, Minister 
1815—Abraham L. Clemens, Deacon 
1832—Jacob Hagey, Deacon 
1838—David Sherk, Minister 
1844—Joseph Hagey, Minister 
1851—Joseph Hagey, Bishop 
1878—Jacob B. Gingrich, Minister 
1889—Abraham Oberholtzer, Deacon 
1902—David Wismer, Minister 
1907—Daniel Shantz, Deacon 
1908—Benjamin Shantz, Minister 
1939—Benjamin Shantz, Bishop 
1944—Chester Buschert, Deacon 
1947—Amos Martin, Deacon 
1948—Howard L. Good, Minister 
The Building 
1835—A union meetinghouse built on the 
grounds south of present building. 
1842—Church building erected. 
1896—The seating was changed from the 
raised style to the floor plan. 
1928—Basement constructed, roof raised, 
new seating, and general repairs. 
1950—January 15, fire destroyed the in- 
terior and furniture. July 2, dedi- 


1893, 





cation of renewed and_ enlarged 
structure. 

1953—February 19, fire destroyed the 
building. 

1953—October 12, Thanksgiving Day, 


cornerstone laying ceremony for 
the new Preston Mennonite Church. 
1954—May 16, dedication of the new 
Preston Mennonite Church. 
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Mennonite Reader Interests (1864-1908) 


Joun A, Hostetler 


Every publishing institution has a well- 
defined group of readers it aims to serve. 
No publishing firm, private or church- 
owned, could long survive without such 
a reader audience. Little has been writ- 
ten on the development of Mennonite 
reader interests in all of the recent re- 
search. What did the average family 
possess in the way of reading material one 
hundred years ago? Why did Mennonite 
readers and leaders think they needed a 
publishing house? What were some of 
the factors that nurtured the increased 
interest in reading? 

The following bibliography is intended 
as an aid in answering these questions. 
This list is a result of a careful search 
through the Herald of Truth for articles 
and items that reflect general interest in 
literature: the need for good literature, 
warning against harmful literature, and 
articles that reflect leadership in develop- 
ing a Mennonite literature. Complete 
sets of back issues of the Herald of Truth 
are located in the Mennonite Historical 
Library at Goshen, Indiana, and Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania. 

“Bad Books,” February, 1864, p. 8. 

“The Art of Writing a Great Privilege,” 
“JMB” (John M. Brenneman), Oc- 
tober, 1864, p. 52. 

“Novel Reading,” September, 1866, p. 74. 
Unfavorable. 

“Books and Reading,’ Maria B. Esben- 
shade, November, 1867, pp. 166-67. 
“Writing Poetry,’ November, 1869, p. 

1268. 

“The Books Our Children Read,” Daniel 
Hill, February, 1871, pp. 17-18. 

“What Do You Read?” Burkholder, H. D. 
Sterling, Ed., February, 1873, p. 34. 

“Obscene Literature,” Anon., April, 1873, 
p. 77. 

“The Publication of Religious Literature” 
(signed) “J.”, April, 1873, p. 68. 

“Books of the Day,’ September, 
p. 157. (Reprint) Educator. 

“How and What to Read,” Anon., Octo- 
ber, 1874, p. 174. 

“What Do You Read?” Anon., November, 
1874, p. 183. 

“The Printing of the German Martyrs’ 
Mirror in Ephrata,” Anon., 1878, p. 15. 

“Novel Reading,” J. H. M. in the Breth- 
ren at Work, August, 1878, p. 142. 


1874, 


“Furnish the Children with Reading Mat- 
ter,” by A Friend of the Children, 
November, 1879, p. 213. 

“Novel Reading” (reprint) Friends Re- 
view, September, 1879, pp. 175-76. 

“Our Bookstore,” Editorial, October, 
1889, p. 182. 

“The Children’s Reading,” J. W. L. in 
The Friend, August 15, 1882, p. 251. 
“A Good Old Custom,” Anon., October 1, 
1882. (Providing each of the children 
with a family Bible, hymnbook, prayer- 

book, and Martyrs’ Mirror.) 

“Libraries,” Samuel S. Herner, May 1, 
1884, p. 131. 

“Spreading the Gospel by 
Printing Press,’ Editorial, 
1885, p. 217. 

“Poison Among Books,” 
1, 1888, p. 39. 

“The German Herald and Mennonite 
History,” Editorial, May 1, 1888, p. 136. 

Editorial on Publishing Sunday School 
Helps at a Loss, May 15, 1891, p. 153. 

“Novel-killed,” Sel., July 15, 1891, p. 221. 


Means of a 
July 15, 


Sel., February 


“Literature for Young People,” Abr. 
Ebersole, C. H. Brunk, December 1}, 


1892, pp. 353-54, 355-56. 

“The Power of Literature,” Anon., March 
1, 1894, pp. 69-71, and March 15, 1894, 
pp. 84-85. 

“Mennonite Literature,” J. 
uary 15, 1896, pp. 18-19. 

“Mennonite :Periodicals” 
February 1, 1896, p. 48. 

“Circulating Our Own Literature,” J. B. 
Kanagy, April 15, 1896, p. 124. Reprint 
from Evangelical Messenger. 

Editorial, March 1, 1897, p. 66. 

“Means of Disseminating Gospel Truths,” 
John F. Funk, April 1, 1897, p. 98. 

“Our Intellectual Storehouse,” by a Book- 
man (John F. Funk?), December 1, 
1897, pp. 356-57. 

“Selecting Books and ;Papers,” John F. 
Funk, February 1, 1899, p. 35. 

“Old Books,” John F. Funk, December 1, 
1899, pp. 357-58. Deals with the histor- 
ical library of the Mennonite Publish- 
ing Company with a long history of 
Martyrs’ Mirror. 

Editorial, “To Our Brethren in the Min- 
istry,” January 15, 1899, p. 18. 

“Warning,” Editorial, on Adventist liter- 
ature, February 1, 1899, p. 34. 


F. Funk, Jan- 


(a long list), 
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“A Statement from Our Business Man- 
ager” (about financial aspects), Feb- 
ruary 15, 1899, p. 50. 

“The Value of Books,” advertisement of 
Mennonite Publishing Company, Elk- 
hart (short item), March 1, 1900, p. 
80 (also appeared in later issue). 

“Articles for the Herald,” Editorial. An 
appeal for material, and for simple writ- 
ing. Answers criticism of too difficult 
language, June 1, 1900, p. 163. 

“What Books and Papers Do Your Boys 
and Girls Read?” Anon., June 15, 1900, 
pp. 181-82. 

“Mennonite History,” Editorial by Funk, 
November 1, 1900, p. 322 (on history 
content). 

“Johann Gutenberg,” reprint of an article 
in The Independent, June 15, 1901, p. 
199. 

See Herald of Truth for Editorial on C. 


“Bad 


H. Smith searching the files at Elkhart, 
and his general plan for writing a 
history (September 8, 1904). 


“A Warning,” S. D. Troyer, October 20, 


1904, p. 362 (on tract distribution). 
Literature,” Adelia May Stoner, 
January 5, 1905, p. 6 (well written). 
“Thoughts on Books,” by a Brother, May 

10, 1906, p. 167. 

Editorial on reading material, by “F” 
(Funk), August 9, 1906, pp. 291-92. In 
the same issue: I. R. Detweiler, “Mis- 
sionary Literature.” 

“Old and Rare Books,” 
1906, p. 441. 

“Religious Literature of Today, Its In- 
uence for Good,’ Margaret Rickert, 
September 5, 1907, p. 327. 

“Mennonite Libraries,” C. Henry Smith, 

January 3, 1907, pp. 2-3. 


November 22, 


” 


Rules of Order for Employees 


Mennonite Publishing Company, Elkhart, 
Indiana, 1877 


The employees of the house will be re- 
quired to give strict attention to the ob- 
serving of the following rules: 

1. All employees must be in their places 
and ready for business at the hour of com- 
mencing work both in the morning and at 
noon, and must remain until the hours of 
quitting, unless by special permission from 
the foreman or proprietors. 

2. Ten hours will be considered a day’s 
work, and the company expects ten full 
hours of every employee, and every em- 
ployee absenting himself during working 
hours without permission will be charged 
with the time that he so absented himself. 

3. All unnecessary conversation be- 
tween the employees during working 
hours must positively be avoided. 

4. No unnecessary noise in the working 
rooms, boisterous talking, whistling, sing- 
ing, slamming the doors, etc., will be al- 
lowed. 

5. No employee of the office will be al- 
lowed to follow any outside business un- 
less by special permission. Every em- 
ployee will be required to give strict at- 
tention and his whole attention to the 
business of the office and the particular 
duties assigned him. Carelessness or in- 
attention to business will not be tolerated. 

6. No obscene talk, profane language, 
etc., must be indulged in. 

7. Smoking, chewing tobacco, and the 
use of intoxicating liquors is positively 
prohibited, and the places of employees 
who use tobacco will be supplied by oth- 
ers, aS soon as suitable men, free from the 
disagreeable habit, can be obtained. 

8. Every employee will be expected to 
conduct himself with politeness and re- 
spect to his superiors, to his fellow em- 
ployees, and especially to customers or 
strangers. 


9. The store, office, and other parts of 
the building must be kept closed on the 
Sabbath, so far as it is not absolutely nec- 
essary for the keeping up of the fires or 
otherwise to the preservation of the ma- 
chinery or other property. 

10. All employees will be required to ob- 
serve a due respect for the Sabbath and 
it is desired that all without exception 
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should attend public worship at least once 
on each Sabbath day. 

11. Loafing about any part of the build- 
ing during working hours will not be per- 
mitted, and any of the employees of the 
house having occasion to go to or pass 
through any other department, must not 
spend unnecessary time, nor in anyway 
interfere with such department, nor stop 
to gossip with the employees of such de- 
partment about things which do not con- 
cern them, but must without unnecessary 
delay return to their own business. 

12. Order must be preserved through- 
out all the different departments, stock be 
kept in its proper place and in proper 
order, and not left laying around loose to 
be soiled and otherwise injured. Tools 
and other articles, when used, must be 
returned to their proper places and kept 
there. The rooms must also be kept clean 
and in order by those having charge of 
them. 

13. Every employee must make his 
business and the things connected with 
his department, his special study; en- 
deavor to promote the interest of the 
company in every respect and make him- 
self useful in every way that he can. We 
have no room for idlers or for that false 
dignity which is afraid of active effort, 
energetic labor, and soiled hands. 

14. Any omission or disregard of the 
foregoing rules will be considered a suffi- 
cient cause for a discharge without fur- 
ther notice. 

From unpublished papers, Funk Col- 
lectcon Archives of the Mennonite Church. 


Charter of the Mennonite Publishing Company 


\rticles of Association of the Mennon- 
ite Publishing Company, Located at Elk- 
hart, Elkhart County and State of Indiana. 

1. Know all men by these presents, that 
we the undersigned residents of the City 
of Elkhart, Elkhart County and State of 
Indiana, do hereby associate ourselves to- 
gether under the general Laws of the 
State of Indiana, for the purpose of form- 
ing a Corporation to carry on a general 
Printing, Publishing, Book Binding, and 
Book Sellers Business, and other Business 
incident thereto. 

2. The name and style of the Company 
shall be the “Mennonite Publishing Com- 
pany.” 

3. The Capital Stock of the Company 
shall be thirty thousand dollars, with the 
privilege hereafter of adding to said Cap- 
ital Stock twenty thousand dollars. 

4. The Captial Stock shall be divided 
into shares of twenty-five dollars each, 
transferrable only upon the books of said 
Company. 

5. The term of the existence of 
Company shall be fifty years. 

6. There shall be three Directors of 
said Company the first year with the priv- 
ilege of increasing their number to five, 
and the names of the Directors for the 
first year shall be as follows: John F. 


said 


Funk, A. K. Funk, and Joseph Summers. 
7. If at anytime there shall be any stock 
for sale, preference shall be given to some 
of the members of the Company. 
We the undersigned do hereby certify 
the foregoing to be the articles of associa- 
tion of said Company. 


As witness our hands and seals this 
27th day of April 1875. 
John F. Funk 
A. K. Funk 


Joseph Summers 


State of Indiana, Elkhart County, Be- 
fore me George M. Best a Notary \Public 
in and for Said County on this 27th day of 
April 1875 personally appeared John F. 
Funk, A. K. Funk, and Joseph Summers 
and acknowledged the execution of the 
annexed articles of corporation to be their 
act and deed. In witness whereof I have 
set my hand and Notorial Seal. 

George M. Best 
Notary Public 
FILED 
APR 30 1875 
John E. Neff 
Secy of State 


(Note: The above charter filed with 
the Secretary of State (of Indiana) 
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formed the base of operations of the Men- 
nonite Publishing Company of Elkhart, 
Indiana. The company sold its Mennon- 
ite interests to the Mennonite Publication 
Board in 1908, but the President of the 
Company, John F. Funk, outlived the 
fifty-year life of the charter and died on 
January 9, 1930.—Ed.) 


News Notes 


The following items of interest occur- 
ring during 1956 are taken from various 
sources, chief of which is the “News and 
Notes” release submitted by the Men- 
nonite Research Foundation, Goshen, In- 
diana, of which Guy F. Hershberger is 
Acting Director. All persons, Conference 
Historians in particular, are invited to 
send news items at any time to the editor. 

The Iowa-Nebraska Conference in ses- 
sion August 28-31, 1955, appointed John 
W. Gingerich, Kalona, Iowa, as_ their 
Conference Historian for a term of five 
years. 

The Pennsylvania German Society (or- 
ganized 1890) is planning for a conjoint 
annual meeting with the Westmoreland- 
Fayette Historical Society at Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania, in the fall of 1957. 

Dr. Charles P. Loomis, Head of the 
Department of Sociology and Anthropol- 
ogy at Michigan State University, spent 


two days with John A. Hostetler of 
Scottdale, Pennsylvania, visiting Amish 
commnuities in Pennsylvania, early in 


December, 1955. Loomis who is coauthor 
with J. Allen Beegle of Rural Social Sys- 
tems (Prentice-Hall, 1950) is interested 
in further anthropological studies among 
the Amish and the Mennonites. 

In the Mennonite Quarterly Review 
(hereafter cited as MQR) (January, 
1956) H. S. Bender reports on “New Dis- 
coveries of Important Sixteenth Century 
Anabaptist Codices” at Langnau and 
3ern, Switzerland, which he describes as 
“the most noteworthy discoveries of Ana- 
baptist writings since the discovery of the 
Hutterite Geschichtbuch” published by 
Rudolf Wolkan in 1923. Bender’s paper, 
“The Pacifism of the Sixteenth Century 
Anabaptists,” read before the American 
Society of Church History, December 28, 
1954, was published in Church History 
(June, 1955), and reprinted in the MOR 
(January, 1956). During 1954-55 Bender 
was president of the American Society 
for Reformation Research. 

The WOR (April, 1956} has an article 
by Fritz Braun giving a list of ‘“Nine- 
teenth Century Emigrants from the Men- 
nonite Congregation of Friedelsheim in 
the Palatinate.” 

The MQR (January, 1956) has two 
articles on the Mennonites of Balk, Fries- 
land, who settled southwest of Goshen, 
Indiana, in 1853. The authors are Carl F. 


Briisewitz of Utrecht, and Marie A. 


Yoder of Goshen, Indiana. 


Albert Buckwalter has an_=§article, 
“Building the Church Among the Toba 
Indians,” in the WOR (October, 1955). 


The MOR (July, 1956) has an article 
by Paul Peachey on “Anabaptism and 
Church Organization.” Peachey is also 
supervising a program of research on so- 
cial change in the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia. 

John Umble has an article, “David A. 
Schneck’s Notes on the History of the 


Sonnenberg (Ohio) Swiss Mennonite 
Congregation,” in the JJOR (October, 


1955). He has also recently completed a 
manuscript on the history of the Oak 
Grove-Pleasant — Hill 
Wayne County, Ohio. 


congregation in 


N. van der Zijpp of Rotterdam has an 
article on “The Confessions of Faith of 
the Dutch Mennonites” in the JOR (July, 
1955). 

Don Yoder, Pennsylvania Dutch Folk- 
lore Center, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, has 
edited the letters of Johannes and Kath- 
arina Risser, nineteenth-century immi- 
grants from the Palatinate to America. 
The letters are published in the MOR 
(January, 1956). 

J. Lawrence Burkholder, Goshen Col- 
lege, doctoral candidate at Princeton The- 
ological Seminary, is writing a disserta- 
tion on the “Evaluation of the Mennonite 
Conception of Social Responsibilities in 
the Light of the Responsible Society.” 

Howard H. Charles, Goshen College, 
doctoral candidate at the University of 
Edinburgh, is writing a dissertation on 
“The Charismatic Life in the Apostolic 
Church.” 

Rosella Reimer Duerksen, Bethel Col- 
lege, has completed a dissertation (Union 
Theological Seminary) on the Anabaptist 
hymnody of the sixteenth century. 

Wilhelm Dyck, doctoral candidate a 
the University of Michigan, is writing a 
dissertation on the novels of Joseph Pon- 
ten dealing with the German population, 
including the Mennonites, in Russia. 

Mary Eleanor Bender, Goshen College, 
doctoral candidate at Indiana University, 
is writing her dissertation on “The Ana- 
baptist Theme in Twentieth Century Ger- 
man Literature.” 

Heinold Fast, Emden, Germany, is writ- 
ing a doctoral dissertation on Heinrich 
Bullinger (Zwingli’s successor in Zurich), 
including his attitude toward the Ana- 
baptists. The (April, 1959; MQR con- 
tains his article, “The Dependence of the 
First Anabaptists on Luther, Erasmus, 
and Zwingli.” 

Walter Fellman, Meckesheim, Ger- 
many, has prepared an edition of the 
writings of Hans Denck for publication. 

Among the articles by Robert Fried- 
mann appearing in the MQR during the 
past two years are: “Christian Sectarians 
in Thessalonica and Their Relation to the 
Anabaptists” (January, 1955); “Claus 
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Felbinger’s Confession of 1560” and “The 
Oldest Church Discipline of the Anabap- 
tists” (April, 1955). “Recent Interpreta- 
tions of Anabaptism” appears in Church 
History (June, 1955). 

Gerhard Goeters, Wickrathberg, Ger- 
many, has completed a dissertation (Uni- 
versity of Ziirich) on Ludwig Haetzer, 
and is now collecting source materials 
along the German Lower Rhine. The 
MOQR (October, 1955) published his arti- 
cle, “Ludwig Haetzer, a Marginal Ana- 
baptist.” 

“Culture for Service” is the title of 
Paul Mininger’s inaugural address as 
president of Goshen College, published in 
the WOR (January, 1955). This is a 
comprehensive statement of a Christian 
philosophy of education, with an Anabap- 
tist orientation. It is in large measure a 
summary of Mininger’s 1952 Conrad Gre- 
bel lectures on “The Foundations of 
Christian Education.” 

The 1954 Conrad Grebel lectures by 
Guy F. Hershberger are to be published 
with the title, The Way of the Cross in 
Human Relations. A section of the lec- 
tures has appeared in an article, “The 
Modern Social Gospel and the Way of the 
Cross,” MOR (April, 1955). Gideon G. 
Yoder has delivered the 1956 lectures on 
“The Nurture and Evangelism of Chil- 
dren,” and Chester K. Lehman is sched- 
uled to give the 1957 lectures which will 
deal with the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
and sanctification, H. S. Bender has been 
assigned the lectureship for 1958 on the 
subject of the church. 

Mary Jane Hershey, Souderon, Penn- 
sylvania, is writing a thesis on the cos- 
tumes of Mennonites in Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania at Drexel Institute in Philadelphia. 

Rupert Hohmann, Bethel College, doc- 
toral candidate at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, is writing a dissertation on “The 
Amish and Their Music.” 

Irvin B. Horst, Eastern Mennonite Col- 
lege, doctoral candidate at the University 
of Amsterdam, has completed his disser- 
tation on Anabaptism in England. 

B. B. Janz and J. G. Rempel are writ- 
ing the history of the coming of the Men- 
nonites to Canada after World War I. 

J. Howard Kauffman, Goshen College, 
has completed the basic research for his 
doctoral dissertation, “A Comparative 
Study of Traditional and Emergent 
Forms of Family Life Among Midwest 
Mennonites.” Kauffman has an article, 
“Toward a Sociology of Mennonites,” in 
the WOR (July, 1956). This includes a 
bibliography of 400 items and 181 topics 
for research classified under 21 heads. 
Reprints of the article may be obtained 
from the author. 

C. Norman Kraus, Goshen College, has 
completed a Th.M. thesis (Princeton The- 
ological Seminary) on “An Historical 
Analysis of Present-Day Dispensational- 
ism.” 

Robert Kreider, Bluffton College, de- 
livered the 1955 Menno Simons lectures at 
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Bethel College on the general theme, 
“Anabaptism Speaks to Our Day.” Krei- 
der also has an article, “The Anabaptists 
and the Civil Authorities of Strasbourg,” 
in Church History (June, 1955}. 

Walter Lehn, doctoral candidate in lin- 
guistics at Cornell University, has as the 
theme for his dissertation a descriptive 
and historical study of the Low German 
dialect spoken in the Mennonite village of 
Rosental in the Altkolonie in South Rus- 
sia. 

The Historical Committee of the Ohio 
and Eastern Mennonite Conference is 
sponsoring the writing of a_ history of 
that conference. The committee consists 
of Gerald C. Studer, Orland R. Grieser, 
Vernon Kennel, Loren S. King, and Mah- 
lon O. Krabill. Walter E. Oswald and 
John S. Umble are designated as com- 
pilers-writers. 

John S. Oyer, Goshen College, doctoral 
candidate at the University of Chicago, is 
writing his dissertation on “The Lutheran 
Reformers and the Anabaptists.”’ 


Roman Gingerich, Goshen College, doc- 
toral candidate at Indiana University, is 
writing a dissertation on “A Comparison 
of the Physical Education Programs of 
Church-related Colleges in Indiana.” 


Former president of Tabor College, 
Frank C. Peters, doctoral candidate at 
Central Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, is writing a dissertation on 
the educational work of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church. 


Howard Raid, Bluffton College, has 
conducted a census of Mennonite business- 
men of the Central, Middle, and Eastern 
District Conferences of the General Con- 
ference Mennonite Church. 

Calvin Redekop, Hesston College, has 
an unpublished M.A. thesis (University 
of Minnesota) on “The Cultural Assimila- 
tion of the Mennonites of Mountain Lake, 
Minnesota” (1955). He is pursuing fur- 
ther studies at the University of Chicago. 

Martin H. Schrag, Goshen College, has 
an unpublished Th.M. thesis (Eastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary) on “Euro- 
pean History of the Swiss, Volhynian, 
Mennonite Ancestors of Mennonites Now 
Living in Communities in Kansas and 
South Dakota.” 

Don Smucker, Mennonite Biblical Sem- 
inary, doctoral candidate at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, is writing his dissertation 
on the theology of Walter Rauschenbusch. 

Clarence R. Stuffle has written a thesis 
(Indiana State Teachers College) on 
“Comparison of the Adjustment of Amish 
and non-Amish Children in Van Buren 
Township Schools.” 

J. A. Toews, president of the Mennonite 
Brethren Bible College, Winnipeg, is 
writing an M.A. thesis (University of 
Manitoba) on “Alternative Service Dur- 
ing the Second World War.” 

John D. Unruh, Freeman College, is 
writing the history of the Mennonites of 
South Dakota. 


Silas Hertzler, Goshen College, is en- 
gaged in research on the teachings of the 
Mennonites on the oath. 

John C. Wenger, Goshen College, is 
writing a history of the Indiana- Michigan 
Mennonite Conference. 

Paul W. Wohlegemuth has an unpub- 
lished doctoral dissertation (University of 
Southern California, 1956) on “Mennonite 
Hymnals Published in the [English Lan- 
guage.” 

The Historical Committee of the Men- 
nonite Church has purchased extensive 
microfilm copies of records in the Na- 
tional Archives, Washington, D.C., and in 
the state archives of Indiana, Illinois, 
Missouri, and Nebraska, relating to the 
history of the Mennonites during World 
War I. The materials microfilmed were 
selected by Guy F. Hershberger and are 
housed in the Mennonite Church Ar- 
chives. 

Willard Conrad began his term of serv- 
ice as Archivist of the Mennonite Church 
Archives during the summer of 1956. He 
is working under the direction of Nelson 
P. Springer, Acting Custodian. 


Mennonite Research Foundation 


The Annual Report of the Mennonite 
Research Foundation is available upon re- 
quest from the Foundation at 1613 South 
Eighth Street. The report lists the re- 
search projects thus far approved, and 
the status of each is explained. The re- 
port also includes some important recom- 
mendations for the future. 

The Mennonite family census (1950) 
continues to be useful as a source of re- 
search projects. During the past two 
years the following studies have been 
based on the census. Summaries of the 
studies are given in the “Exhibit” section 
of the Annual Report (1956) of the Men- 
nonite Research Foundation. 

(1) “Mobility Among the Mennonites 
of Ohio,” by John R. Smucker. 

(2} “Occupations and Education of 
Mennonite Men and Women in Five Con- 
ference Districts,” by La Eichelberger. 

(3) “Mennonite Women: A Study of 
Three Areas Related to Marriage and the 
Family,” by Amy L. Hunsberger. 

(4) “Residence and Home Ownership 
of Mennonites,” by Norwood Schmucker. 

Projects which have utilized other 
source materials of the Research Founda- 
tion are the following (summaries in the 
1956 Annual Report) : 

(1) “A Study of Unmarried Mennonite 
Women in Three Conference Districts,” 
by Anna Bontrager. 

(2) “Christian Ethical Problems of 
Mennonite Businesses,” by David C-. 
Leatherman, using a questionnaire sent to 
a group of business firms listed in the 
Foundation's Directory of Mennonite Em- 
ployers. 

(3) “Mennonite Businesses and Public 
Accountancy Services,’ by James Peach- 
ey. 


7 


(4) “A Report of the 1954 Draft Cen- 
sus,” by Melvin Gingerich. 
(5) “Analysis of the Draft Census of 
the Franconia, Illinois, Indiana- Michigan, 
Ohio, South Central, and Pacific Confer- 
ences.” 


Vew Books 


Volume | of The Mennonite Encyclo- 
pedia was published in November, 1955. It 
includes letters A to C, articles “Aachen” 
to “Cyprian,” 749 pages of text and 47 
pages of illustrations besides numerous 
maps. More than 450 authors contributed 
articles which range in length from a few 
lines to several pages. Harold S. Bender 
is the editor and Cornelius Krahn, asso- 
ciate editor. Elizabeth Horsch Bender as 
editorial assistant contributes invaluable 
service to the project. Until August 31, 
1955, Melvin Gingerich, the director of the 
Research of the Mennonite Research 
Foundation, had also served as managing 
editor of the Encyclopedia. 

Volume II, including letters D to H, 
was off the press in December, 1950. 
There are 886 pages plus a pictorial sup- 
plement of 23 pages. The price of Volume 
II is $11.00, and the entire set of four 
volumes (two more to follow) is. still 
$38.50. 


Mennonite Handbook, Indiana-Michi- 
gan Mennonite Conference, is the title of 
a 159 page paper-bound booklet edited by 
John C. Wenger. It contains a variety of 
documents important to the conference. 


The Complete Writings of Menno Si- 
mons, translated from the Dutch by Leon- 
ard Verduin; edited by John C. Wenger; 
biography by Harold S. Bender (Herald 
Press, 1956}; 1,092 pages; illustrated. 


The Proceedings of the Tenth Confer- 
ence on Mennonite Educational and Cul- 
tural Problems held at Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary, June 16-17, 1955, is now in 
print. Copies available from J. Winfield 
Fretz, North Newton, Kansas. 

Reimer, Gustav E., and Gaeddert, G. R., 
Exiled by the Csar: Cornelius Jansen and 
the Great Mennonite Migration, 1874 
(Mennonite Publication Office, Newton, 
Kansas, 1956), 205 pp. 

The Twentieth Century Encyclopedia 
of Religious Knowledge ( Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids), 2 Vols. An ex- 
tension of The New Schaff-Hersog En- 
cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. The 
Encyclopedia includes at least 17 articles 
on Mennonite themes. Among contribu- 
tors are Harold S. Bender, Melvin Ging- 
erich, and Cornelius Krahn. 

The Amish Year, by Charles S. Rice 
(Photographer) and Rollin C. Steinmetz 
(Rutgers University Press, 1956), 224 pp. 

Melvin Gingerich is writing a manu- 
script on the Mennonites for translation 
into Japanese. 
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A Visit to the Ontario A.M. Conference 


Precious Christian Fellowship 


All of us have had the pleasure of meet- 
ing new Christian friends and tremen- 
dously enjoying the experience. This was 
the privilege of the writer June 11-13, 
1956, when he was with the Ontario Am- 
ish Mennonites for seven services. These 
people have been in Ontario for about 125 
years, and for the first 110 years they 
were solidly German. Within the last 15 
years they have changed from German to 
English in all their services with but few 
exceptions. They had no conference or- 
ganization until 1924. Today they are in- 
distinguishable from our (old) Mennonite 
Church. On Monday night the Mennonite 
Hour pastor and the male quartet gave 
a splendid program in their Steinman 


Ordination 
CHESTER 


On Sunday, November 18, 1956, a 
unique meeting was held at Lauver’s Men- 
nonite Church marking the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the ordination of Bro. W. W. 
Graybill to the office of bishop. 

Services were marked by a historical 
message by Bro. Ira D. Landis on the his- 
tory of the Mennonite churches of Juniata 
and Snyder counties from the coming of 
the pioneer Mennonite settler in 1774 un- 
til fifty years ago and by a message re- 
calling the events of the past fifty years as 
a bishop by Bro. W. W. Graybill. Interest 
was manifested by a crowded house and 
by many former residents being present 
to share in the commemoration service. 
Bro. Landis gave the Scriptural sanction 
for such a meeting from the instance of 
Mary of Bethany being commended for 
her work and faithful labors while yet 
living, “She hath done what she could.” 

Bro. Graybill spoke of God’s great 
goodness in permitting him to serve the 
past fifty years, which in retrospect 
seemed to be but a short time. He re- 
ferred to the fact that this meeting was 
significant since it was at Lauver’s Church 
that he confessed Christ at the age of six- 
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Church. Tuesday and Wednesday their 
conference were held in the 
Poole Church. The moderator is a fine 
brother named Henry Yantzi (pronounced 
Yahn-tsee), and their conference secre- 
tary is Elmer Schwartzentruber, a cousin 
of Amos Swartzentruber of Argentina. 
Ordinarily their singing is in English, but 
at this conference they honored one of 
their oldest leaders, Daniel S. 
Jutzi, by singing a German hymn, O wie 
koestlich und wie edel ist die wahre Rel’- 
gion (Oh, how precious and how noble is 
true religion). Brother Jutzi was born in 
1873, was ordained a deacon in 1902, a 
preacher in 1914, and a bishop in 1917. 
The aged pilgrim with Amish beard, his 
hooks and eyes, and his frock coat, looked 
like a saint from another era as he trem- 
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teen years during a series of meetings 
held by Bro. A. D. Wenger. It was here 
that he was baptized and later ordained to 
the ministry in 1904 and to the bishop of- 
fice on November 13, 1906. Bro. Graybill 
in reviewing the work of the past fifty 
years referred to the changes which have 
occurred in the district, noting especially 
the church at Susquehanna with a mem- 
bership of eight members to the growing 
church of the present day, and the bishop 
board of the conference numbering eight 


bled with emotion and the tears flowed 
while the church sang German to honor 
him. No one would want him to change 
one iota. At 83 the old patriarch looks 
just right as he is. In the evening the 
writer asked if the congregation would 
not sing the old hymn, O Gott Vater, wir 
loben Dich (O God our Father, Thee we 
praise), the ancient hymn which is sung 
traditionally in every Amish Mennonite 
service. And how they did sing it! It 
took the writer back to his boyhood in 
the Rockhill Mennonite Church near Tel- 
ford, Pennsylvania, where this hymn was 
often sung. God grant that as we lose the 
German, and other changes come with 
the years, we may still maintain the sim- 
ple and nonresistant faith of Christ in this 
secular and worldly age! 


at that time to twenty-two at the present 
time. 

Bro. Graybill assisted by Bro. Donald 
Lauver continues to take an interest in the 
work of the church as well as her outreach 
in areas beyond, the churches at Buffalo 
Valley and Locust Grove being served by 
these brethren. 

Testimonies were given in the evening 
service by two of his colaborers, Bro. 
Noah W. Risser and Bro. Henry E. Lutz. 
Three generations of the W. W. Graybill 
family were represented by taking some 
part in the services, his son Walter Gray- 
bill and a grandson Earl Graybill both 
being ordained.—/Pastoral Messenger. 


Heimatstelle Pfalz 


Dr. Fritz Braun, Stiftsplatz 5, Kaisers- 
lautern, Pfalz, Germany, who had an ar- 
ticle in the (April, 1956) MQR, is direc- 
tor of a research center in the Palatinate 
known as Heimatstelle Pfals. Dr. Braun's 
research interests include the history of 
family names in the Palatinate and the 
study of folk culture. 

At the present time Braun is searching 
for information on Johannes Franz Lat- 


scha (Latschar), an immigrant of 1728 
who settled in Berks County, Pa. Anyone 
knowing the officers of the Latschar fam- 
ily reunion would do Dr. Braun a favor by 
sending such information to him. Ameri- 
can Mennonite genealogists and families 
interested in searching European sources 
would do well to write to Dr. Braun for 
information on any family name he may 
have in his extensive files. 








